Fiscal Year 2005 Civilian Appropriations Information

Office of Senator Bill Nelson
We look forward to working with you to ensure that Florida’s priorities are well represented and adequately funded in the fiscal year 2005 appropriations bills, and appreciate your efforts to complete this form.  As we work jointly with Senator Graham to encourage the Senate Appropriations Committee to support Florida’s federal funding requests, we rely heavily on the information that you provide to us.  If you need assistance in identifying the proper appropriations bill and account to fund your request, or if you need clarification on how to fill out this form, please contact our office and we would be happy to assist you.

Please note that this form is for projects that may be funded in any of the 9 civilian appropriations bills that are typically earmarked (Agriculture, Commerce-Justice-State, Energy and Water, Foreign Operations, Interior, Labor-HHS-Education, Transportation, Treasury-Postal, and VA-HUD).  Projects that may receive funding from the Department of Defense and Military Construction Appropriations bills will require a different form, which is also available on this website.  (In keeping with congressional custom, we do not usually request earmarks in either the District of Columbia or Legislative Branch appropriations bills.)

Saving and Submitting Your Form

Please complete a separate form for each project for which you are requesting federal funding.  Please fill in as many of the blanks on this form as you possibly can.  While additional background materials are very helpful to us, we would appreciate it if you would limit supporting documents to ten pages or less.  After downloading and completing the form, please save the Microsoft Word document using the following format:

Entity Making Request  + “Request #” of  “# Requests”.doc

Examples:

· OrangeCity1of2.doc

· FloridaUniversity4of7.doc

· CityofMiami5of10.doc

E-mail the completed forms by March 1, 2004 to both appropriations@billnelson.senate.gov and appropriations@graham.senate.gov.

Fiscal Year 2005 Appropriations Timeline

January-Early February 2004

Contact Kim Luckey in the Office of Senator Bill Nelson (202-224-5274 or Kim_Luckey@billnelson.senate.gov) and Amanda Wood in the Office of Senator Graham (202-224-3041 or Amanda_Wood@graham.senate.gov) to make the Senators’ offices aware that you intend to make an appropriations request.  Visit http://billnelson.senate.gov/approps/civilian.cfm to download our request form and follow up with either Kim or Amanda if you need assistance in completing your form.  You may also wish to contact your Representative in the House, which has an entirely separate process.

March 1, 2004

Return completed forms via e-mail only to both Senators’ offices civilian appropriations email addresses: appropriations@billnelson.senate.gov for the Office of Senator Bill Nelson, and appropriations@graham.senate.gov for the Office of Senator Bob Graham.  Forward any additional supporting documents to Kim and Amanda via e-mail (Kim_Luckey@billnelson.senate.gov, Amanda_Wood@graham.senate.gov) or fax (Nelson: 202-228-2183, Graham: 202-224-2237).

March-April, 2004

We review your projects, and, jointly with Senator Graham, express our support for many of these projects directly to the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Summer 2004

The House and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees write their bills.  Our office works with the staff of those subcommittees to ensure inclusion of projects requested by municipalities, universities, nonprofit organizations, and agencies in Florida.

Fall to Winter 2004

Appropriations bills are considered by the Appropriations Committee, and later, by the full Senate.  These bills, which will include many projects that have been requested by Florida organizations, are reconciled with their House versions and are signed into law.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the due date for submitting these forms?

We base our March 1st deadline for receipt of civilian appropriations forms on the deadlines given to us by the Appropriations Subcommittee Chairs.  Our March 1st deadline allows us sufficient time to review your requests prior to the late March and early April timeframe for the Senator’s submission of request letters and forms to the Subcommittees.  We are happy to continue to meet and accept additional documentation through mid-March, but it is important that we have your forms by March 1st.  Please be aware that our defense requests may have a different deadline.

How do I find out the status of my funding request?

You are welcome to contact Kim Luckey throughout the fiscal year to determine the status of the appropriations bills in general, or you may visit http://thomas.loc.gov for easy access to this information.

Should I come to Washington, DC to discuss my funding request?

It is not necessary to come to our Washington office to discuss your funding request.  We would be happy to discuss your projects by phone – including via conference calls – and encourage you to call us to review your project.  If you’d like to schedule a time to meet with staff, these meetings are most beneficial when they take place by mid-March.  We have found that it is most convenient for you if we hold our meetings jointly with Senator Graham’s office.   Senators Nelson and Graham submit most of their requests to the subcommittees jointly, and meeting together saves you from having to repeat yourself.  Unfortunately, we are usually unable to accompany you to meetings with Appropriations Subcommittee staff.

